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Teal E RY Man, who has any Con- 
Ap cern for Religion and Virtue, 
__ gh to exert his Abilities in Vin- 
St dication of them, and endeavour 
My 70 turn the Current of tloſe Inun- 
dations, which are poured upon 
us by the induſtrious Attempts of our Modern 
Deiſts to break down the Boundaries of Revela- 
tion, the chief Foundation of that Reaſon, which 
aur preſent Moraliſis ſet up in Oppoſition to it. 
FOR, fuppoſmmg them deprived of the very 
Revelation, they deny the Authority of, how much 


their Reaſon would be ſuperior to ſome Part of 


the Brutal Creation, is plain from thoſe Nations, 
who do not enjoy it. And, were our Modern Mo- 
raliſts under the fame Diſadvantages with theſe 
Izioranl Nations, they weuld be equally confuſed 
and confined in the Uſe of their natural Reaſon ; 
þþ that it is evident, that the Light of Revela- 
tion, in the Country they live in, has furniſhed 
them with that Art of Reaſoning, which they 

ww employ againſt that Revelation itſelf. 
AND have not the ſtrongeſt Forts been taken 
and overthrown by the Treachery of their own 
A 2 Garri- 
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Garriſon, when all tbe Forces of open Enemies 
were never able to prevail againſt them. 

ALL the Attacks of the Pagan Armies, 15 
bverthrow the Powers of. the Chriſtian Revelation 
and Oeconomy, were not only fruitleſs, but even 
tended to the Eftabliſhment of it, caufing Multi. 
tudes of Perſecutors to become its Proſelytes, and 
thereby the Number of the Faithful increaſed, 
and the Cauſe, they oppoſed, was confirmed; till 
Eaſe, and a plentiful Enjoyment of the greateſt 
Jprritual Advantages, cauſed Men to grow luke 
warm in Religion, when it became uſual with the 
Governors of certain Churches to form certain 
Schemes, not only to ſuit with the Tempers and 
Diſpofitions of the Laity under their ſpiritual 
FJuriſdiction, but alſo to ſerve their own fri- 
vate Views of Temporal Intereſt, till Religion 
was ſo mixed with Temporal Inſtitutions, that its Efes 
Lnftre was eclipſed, and its native Beauty lf} in B 

ophiſticated Ornaments. | their 
HENCE fome, who, being in themſelves Wi Reaſe 
corruptly inclined, have ſeen through the d:/ig1- Wil ny ca 
mg Views of their Church-Governors, to ſeri Wl int 7 
tbemſelves in their own irreligious Practices, have Wil Dor 
declaimed againſt Revealed Religion, and endea- anon 
voured to expoſe it, as only a Piece of Policy and Will have | 
Prieſtcraft ; while others, obſerving the Injurics Princi 
done by the united Forces of theſe Boſom-1ne- Wl Defen, 
mies, have honeſtly endeavoured to defend it a. Vue! 
gainſt the Attacks of both, and to cloſe theſe Ui Wil fron: C 


cers, which were more and greater, than all tit AN 
Forces and Oppoſitions of all its Declared Enemi' Wil their / 
could ever be able to make, be prod 
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AND 


— a — 7 r 


— ä — 


AND ſball am Man, that wiſhes well to 
Truth, ſee Revealed Religion thus traduced a- 
gainff the Endeavours of the beſt Pens employed to 
upport it, and to vindicate the Fuſtice of its 
Precepts, and the Reaſonableneſs' of its Divine 
Doctrines, which are not to be paraltelled by all 
Human Art and Invention; I ſay, ſhall any bo- 
neſt Man ſee the glorious Revelation of God, ſet= 
ting forth his Good-will to Men, thus ridiculed, 
and not feet a generous Emulation, a warm De- 
fire, of aſſiſting ſo laudable a Defign, and contri- 
buting to the Support of ſo juſt a Cauſe ? 

I AM very ſenſible, that many Pious and 
Learned Men, both from the Preſi and Pulpit, 
have been engaged againſt the Moraliſts of this 
Age ; but the Writtngs of the Clergy have been, 
by their Opponents, frequently repreſented as the 
Efects of Prieftcraft. 

BUT it is a trifling Evaſion to make, that 
their Office ſhould leſſen the Authority of their 
Reaſons and Arguments; and, I hope, the Ene- 
my can gain no Advantage from any Obſervation, 
that their Lives and Conver [ations contradict their 
DeFrines, fince, where there happen any ſuch 
emong/t the Clergy, they are generally thoſe, who 
bave been corrupted with their own pernicious 
Principles, and will ſeldom engage themſelves in 
Defence of Truth, except it be with a View to 
ſerve their private Intereſts, te preſerve them 
from Cenſure of their Superiors. 

AND even their Cunduct muſt have, upon 
their honeft Brethren, ſuch an Effect, as would 
be produced in an Army by a certain Knowledge, 
that Part of thoſe, who ſtand ranged under the 

ſame 
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fame Banners, would only fland idle Speftator; if 
the Battle, and readily take Part with je 
Conquerors. Ps 

N OT but fome of the Laity have very uſefully 
employed their Pens in Defence of the Truth if 
the Chriſtian Revelation, I hope, not without ſein; 
Succeſs ; . but, though I could wiſh to have no Oe. 
caſſon to have entered the Liſts myſelf, I am full 
perſuaded there is ſtill Aliſtance wanting in jj 
pood a Cauſe ; and therefore I am not willing 15 
lie idle, hoping, that even my Interpoſition may 


remove ſome Obfruttions, and put Things ins 


true Light. | | 
I HAVE, in the following Diſtourſe, vin- 
dicated the Juſtice and Goodneſs of God in hi 
Creation of Man, not uuthhſtanding he foreſaw he 
would fall from his firſt Purity ; from his Foreſight 
alſo of Adam's Shame and Humility after it, and 
his Purpoſe to redeem him: Of ꝛcbich Purpoſe it 
was neceſſary Adam ſhould be acquainted, by 1 
Promiſe of it after bis Fall; and that Adam 
ſhould alſo acquaint his Poſterity with the Pro- 
miſe of that Divine Goodneſs and Mercy, which 
God had made known to him: But, as it was fro. 
bable, in the relapſed State of Man, that many d 
Adam's Poſterity might. receive ſtill falſer and 
more confuſed Accounts thereof, in ſucceeding Ge 
nerations ; ſo, where the Accounts of the Reve- 
lation of this Redemption became very imperfid, 
there was a Provifion included in the Promiſe 
a Redeemer, that he ſhould become a Light to 
every Man that ſhould come into the World 
to guide and direct ſuch of his Poſterity into iii 
a Senſe of Good and Evil, that (as they had q 
| | 7-0 


among 
cines 


nn 


R TER. wm 
jhe open and clear Declarations of his Will) their 
gun Conſciences ſhould condemn or acquit them : 
For thoſe, who know not the Will of God any fur- 
ther than from the Difates of natural Reaſon, 
muſt know, that they have recerved their Exiſtence 


they muſt neceſſarily be accountable for their Acti- 
ons, and either in this Life, or the next, be 
rewarded or puniſhed for them ; a Confideration 
which muſt influence them to direct their Actions 
{ os, they had been taught to believe, would be 
moſt pleaſing to that Supreme Being, from whom 
they had received their Exiſtence ; which Actions 
being directed according to the beft Knowledge 
they had, it was as much as Divine Juſtice and 
Goodneſs would require from them. 

AND this, the very Impreſſions of Reaſon, 
and the natural Notions of Fuſtice common 


amongſt Men, diftate to us: Common Equity in- 

lam cnes all Men to reward good Actions, and to be 
D- verciful to thoſe who commit ſome Crimes thro 
hich WR {gnorance or Inadvertency ; but to pumſh ſuch as 
t- ve of an heinous Nature, and committed pre- 
2y of WR ſnptuouſiy, wwilfully, and of a preconceived Ma- 
and Le, and an open Contempt of the reaſonable Dice 


Ge- WY fates of vie and good Laws, 
Reve- FOR of thoſe who tranſgreſs any Laws, 
fed, vberber Divine or Human, this Guilt muſt rea- 
1ſe 0 inably be either extenuated or aggravated, ac- 
hit o Harding to the Knowledge of the Will of the Lam- 
order, and of the Duties enjoined ; fo that thoſe 
o fach will ww1tfully break fuch Laws, as, according 
ad i i their own Knowledge, tend only to their own 
' i fare, and that of the whole Community, muſs 
ſtand 


a - 
moins — ; _ 
* * 


from ſome unknown and ſuperior Being, to whom 
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| ftand convicted in themſelves, that. they hays 
broke thro' the Bond of Harmony in the $ octety 
which they belonged to: And will not any reg. 
ſonable Man judge, that whoever is a Member 
of a well-governed Society, and thus breaks thro 
the wholeſome Laws of it, ought to be cut of 
from it, that the remaining Part may enjoy its 
Advantages, freed from the Moleſtation of ſuch 
corrupt Members ? SY, 

AND although this at once appears to te 
the Voice of natural Reaſon, yet without a Re. 
velation (which Reaſon always falls in with) all 
our preſent weak Powers, and depraved Facul. 
ties, would but very imperfettly and obſcurely find 
out, or diſcover what would it be for our Happi- 
net to attend to. | | 
FO R muſt not they, who have only ſome im- ne 
perfect Knowledge of the Will of tbeir Maker, 
labour under imperfect Ideas of his Purpoſes con. 
cerning them, and be under as imperfect Noli. frued, 
ons what they ſhall do to pleaſe him, or bote = D 
eppeaſe him, i they judge they bave done jone- Wi 
thing contrary to his Pleaſure, when they fnd 
a Diſſatisfaction in their own Minds, through 
acting contrary to their own inward Diftates? 

| Which can never be ſo well directed by natural 
Reafon only, as they are, or mdy be, by a Declars- 
tion of the Will of God from himſelf ; tho' ur 
never had any Declaration from God to Man, 
but what preſently appeared to be agreeable t 
natural Reaſon, which is illuminated by it, u 
the Rifing of the Sun diſpels the Shades ani 
Darkneſs of the Night ; and as the Day cont 
upon us, whether we fleeþ or wake, ar beth 


Ut 


ur foe it or not, till the Sun is in the Meridian; 


jet when wwe come to have our Eyes open, und our 
i Senſes awake, we then ſhall behold its Brightneſs 
n 9 5 bimſelf muſt be allowed to know the 
f Way and Manner-that would beſt anfiver big Pur 
ts fuſes to'redeom Mankind from their fallen Eſtate, 
bd vat cbuld beſt ſuit with the intended Hap 


pineſt of Man by bis. Redemption : And as, by 
Adam's Tranſgreffion, be and bis Poſterity were 
ſubjefed to Death, ſo God has appointed, that, 


u. A Griff, wwe ſhould be entitled to a Reſurreftion 
nd from the Grave, aud, by our imperfect, if fincere, 


Obedience, according to the beſt ꝙf our Knowledge, 
te aſſured of an happy Immortality: Which glo- 
rious Advantages are brought to Light by the Re 
wiation of the Goſpel of Chriſt. © 

BUT, if theſe Advantages, as I have ob. 


ti. ved, are intended for all, who have not the 
0 Hen Declarations it, as well as thoſe who have, 
ome Wi nay be enquired, ---- 1f Mankind may be ſaved, 
fd vb hve not the Knowledge of this Revelation, 
ug what Purpoſe was the Knowledge thereof re- 
ates! valed at all; ar why are we under any Obliga- 
Hurd bens to believe it, or contract a Guilt far out 
larc- UH? To' this I anfiver: : 8 
„ 1T vas impeſſibie that Man's Redemption could 
Man, I thus effected, and all the Tranjattions of it 
ble from the whole World, foraſmuch as fuch 
it, Af ranſadFrons could not be performed without ſome 
s oli art of the World's being concerned in it, 


ur bleſſed Redeemer was to ſuffer Death by tha 
ands of cruel and bloody Men ; yet was * 
3 B Geog 
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by the Obedience, Death, and. Reſurrection of 
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ö Goodneſs ſo wonderful, that bis very Mur derer 
| deere allowed an equal Share of bis meritorigus 
| Dieatb and Reęſurrection, upon the very ſame 
Terms with his own Diſciples, as appears from 
| his Praying, that his Father would forgive 
| them, becauſe they knew not what they did; 
or that, as they were ignorant of the Merit of 
his Death, and executed him as a Malgfactor, 
becauſe they thought him as ſuch; therefore, by 
this his Prayer for them, and the Preaching of 
St. Peter * to them after bis Reſurrection, it 
plainly appeared, that even all concerned in his 
Execution were admitted to the Benefits ariſig 
from his Obedience, Death, and Reſurrectim, 
upon the ſame Terms with his Diſciples themſelve, 
Such is the unbounded Mercy of infinite Goodneſs, 
Zo all who will not maliciouſiy oppoſe it! And mu 
it not be neceſſary to make theſe Things known t 
them, in 'order to bring them to Repentance, a: 
dell as it was impoſſible to act them in an un. 
known, Corner, where none could either be the 
Aclors, or Witneſſes of them? And, where this 
was tranſacted, it was alſo requifite, that be 
ſhould eftabliſh his Authority, Power, and Mi: 
en, by ſufficient Profs of them, in As ju: 
ng all human Powers, and thereby leave th 
World a ſufficient Teſtimony of his Goag-aoill f 
Mankind ; fo that none but ſuch, who maliciouſl 
oppoſed ſuch Truths, that carried along with then 
the greateſt Teſtimonies that ever any Matter of 
Fatt could be capable of, could contract any Guilt 
by their Unbelief; and, ſurely, it will be ready 


: Adds fi. from Verſe 14: 
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allowed, thut Guilt muſt neceſſarily and unavoid- 
ably fall upon ſuch Men, as harden their Hearts 
ggainſt on „ and ſhut their Eyes againſt 
the Light. 
-.j UT here another Queſtion may ariſe : Since 
it is allowed poſſible for Men to be ſaved without 
the Knowoledge of Revelation, and that there are ſo 
many among/t us, who contend againſt Revelation, 
and endeavour to prove it a Cheat and Deluſion; 
wherefore then, if it be not ſo, did not God, fore- 
ſeeing our Unbelef, make this Diſcovery and Re- 
velation to ſome other Parts of the World, that 
might have been more glad to have embraced it, 
and made better Uſes of the Benefit, and leave us 
in our darling Ignorance, that we might not have 
contrafted ſo much Guilt, which, if what you ſay 
be true, we muſt neceſſarily fall under? J an- 


er: 

9 S it was appointed he ſhould die to redeem 
us, it may be queſtioned, whether any other Set 
of Men, in any Part of the World, could have 
been found to have 2 it; and may we not 
venture to ſuppoſe, that God might foreſee like- 
wiſe, that even theſe Parts of the World, he has 
2 an open Revelation to, have not yet made ſo 
bad Uſes of it, as the other Parts uould have 
done, if” the Revelation thereof had been made to 
them; and that many more amongft them may be 
preſerved from Guilt, by their Ignorance, than 
there ewould have been amongſt us? 

BUT I would not pretend to aſcertain theſe 
Anſwers, but as they appear agreeable to the Di- 
vine Wiſdom and Goodneſs, and to that Reaſon 
which God bas in common given us, who created 


us, not te add any Happineſs to bimſelf, but that 
0 W B 2 


be 
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He might, by the moſt reaſonable Methods, aprees 
able to our Free- Agency, afford us the beſt Means, 
whereby we may be made happy in himſelf, for 
we may ſafely conclude, that, in Wiſdom and Mer- 


ry, be has performed all his We orks, both of Cre- 


ation and Providence. 

AND this I ſhall endeavour to make appear, 
in the following Work ; in which I have endeas 
woured to eftabliſh my own Opinion, by ſuch fi- 
cient Reaſonings as, I think, will prove them, 
without entering into a Repetition of the modern 
Arguments, uſed to ſupport the contrary, And I 
am perſuaded, that, when the Prefudices of Pride, 
Guilt, and Licentiouſneſs are removed, Truth 
will neceſſarily ſhine forth with the greater Luſtre 
and Brightneſs, as the Sun ſtrikes the Eye more 
forcibly, when the Obſtruction of a black and 
darkening Cloud is removed from before it. F 

ISHALL, therefore, endeavour - to over: 


throw the Force of ſuch falſe Reaſoning, that is 


"frequently made uſe of to confound Light and 
Darkneſs, whereby our common Moraliſts would 
perſuade themfebves and others, that the Revela- 
tion, 4wbich we call Light, is real Darkneſs, and 
that their Pretenfions to believe nothing, but 
what they can comprehend from natural Reaſon, 
is the true Light, ---- But, if natural Reaſon it 
the true Light, it can want no Illumination ; and 
Revelation muſt be an Impofition, and, where it 
is received, muſt confound, and put out the Light 
of natural Reaſon. ---- And then it will follow, 
We muſt neceſſarily epect the greateſt Logician 
and Maſters of Reaſon, from thoſe Corners of 
the Earth, that have never been corrupted wit 
pretended Revelation. But, I am perſuaded, 

| ; our 
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tur preſent Meralifts would be unwilling to be 


thught to exchange their Abilities with ſuch, as 
may be found in theſe remote Corners. 


HOW then came they to be more enlightened? 


Could it be from the Darkneſs of Revelation? 
I am perſuaded, that, had they been born, where 
Revelation of God to Mankind had never been 
beard of, they might have been glad of an Oppor- 
tunity ts have embraced it, upon its firſt Offers, 
and could then have better judged, what was 
Light, and what was Darkneſs : But Light, by 
conftant Shining, commonly dazzles weak Eyes, 


and makes them covet the Dark ; which when they 


have choſen for their Favourite Retirement, 
they ought not to contend, that they, who continue 


in the Light, are in Darkneſs, and that their 


Darkneſs is the only Light. 

TO ſupport their own Perſuaſion, that they 
are in the Light, and that they, that believe the 
Scripture- Revelation, are in the Dark, it is fre- 
quently affirmed by them, that the Scriptures, in 
many Places, contradict themſelves. 


BUT this is an Error proceeding only from 


Men's different Notions about the true and genuint 
Interpretation of them, and in ſome Meaſure too, 
from Errors in the Tranſlations: Tho' I do not 
find that that Matter is mended from the pretend- 
ed Interpreters of the Original Languages, fince 
they commonly differ in their Sentiments, as 
widely as thoſe do, who only underſtand the com- 


non Tranſlation : And, as this alſo is an Handle 


fer the Enemies of Revelation, I ſhall endeavour 


at once to remove theſe two Mountains of Di 

culty, by preſcribing a Method, which I have 

wſery'd myſelf, in all my former Works, and 
: which 


| 
1. 
1 
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which I hall always ftrifily adbere th; iſt, 7, 


obſerve the Scope, Tendency, and Deſign if the 
Writer of the Scriptures ; 2dly, To interpret w 
Places that are dark and obſcure, to contradis 
thoſe that are plain and eaſy to be underſtood ; and 
Idly, To interpret none to contradict the Attri. 
butes of the Divine Perfections. 

AND Ian perſuaded, that had this Me. 
thod been honeſtly purſued by all Men, who have 
attempted their Interpretation, without Views of 
private Intereſt, or Adherence to ſome particular 
Opinions, perhaps, through Prejudices of Educa- 
tion; or bad none attempted therr Interpretation, 
but honeſt, impartial, and diſintereſted Men, *even 
 obether they had under/iood the Original Lan- 
guages or not, I ſay, I am perſuaded, that then 
we ſhould not have had ſo many Oppoſers of the 
Divine Authority of Revelation; ſince the Diffe- 
rence of Interpretations, and Errors in Tranſla- 
tions, have been equally prejudicial to Truth, 
and, perhaps, have occaſioned even ſome honeſt Mo- 
vali 7 deny the Authority of them, ſince they 
could not ſee the Remedy to heal theſe contradict- 
ing Abſurdities in Tranſlations and Interpretati- 
ons, which Men have, upon theſe Accounts, quar- 
relled about. © BL 

FOR had not the Scriptures been thus torn 
ts Pieces by forced Interpretations, and ambigu- 
ous and precarious Tranſlations, they would then 
have appeared to all proper Fudges, in their trit 
Beauty, and have been acknowledged to contain 4 
Scheme of the beſt Laws that could be prſſivy 
6ompoſed ; and that they were far above al 
tuman Invention, and would therefore have been 
believed by all reaſonable Men, to be the Mord 7 

| God; 
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Grd; and from thence there might have been a 
Way made for their greater Extent of Propaga- 


tion, among ft the Nations of the Earth. — 
MY Defjgn is to rectiſy Men's miſtaken No- 
lions, which wrong Interpretations of the Scrip- 
tures have produced, and to reconcile them with 
the Divine Attributes and Perfections; being 
very well ſatisfied, that whatever is contradictory 
to theſe, muſt be contrary to the Authority of 
Divine Revelation; and that whatever Tranſla- 
tions, Interpretations, or Comments have been 
made, not. agreeing with the Divine Attributes, 
muſt be human, and have no Command upon our 
¶Aſent ta force our Rehef. Kg) 1 

AND I wiſh all haneſt Moraliſts would but 
weigh theſe Obſervations, I ſhould then hope, ma- 
ay of them would turn their Pens, to reform the 
Abuſes put upon the Scriptures, and to juſtify, in- 
fead of condemning, thoſe Divine Compoſures. . 

1 CONFESS, I am heartily forry that I 


bave been obliged to make the former, too juſt, 


Obſervations, that even the very Defendants of 
the Scripture- Revelation, and, I hope, Imay ſay, 
the honeſt-defigning Tranſlators of them, ſhould, 
without Defign, become the chief” Enemies of their 
Authority ; which, according to the beſt of my 
Obſervations, muſt be owing to a Want of Cauti- 
n in the aforeſaid Method, which ] have, in all 
my former Works, taken Care to obſerve, and 
ſhall in my future, if God permit me to go thro 
more, and which I recommend to all in tbe like 
Attempts; and I doubt not, but that ſuch an 
univerſal Practice would ſoon retrieve the Au- 
thority of the Divine Revelation from God to 
Mankind, and make it ſhine in its true — 
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end Brightneſs ; which though many honeſt. Pens 
baue endeautured to eſſect, et % long as there 
remain ſo many, who pretend to be its Advocates, 


whoſe Interpretations carry along with them ma. 


» 4-4 Contradittions to the Divine Attributes, 
#befe will ever prove greater Enemies to the Ne- 


| 2 of its Truths, than all the open ert of 
\ BUT as I world oheis ehink i as charitablyof 


Mankind as I can judge reaſonable, I think it 
to declare my Belief, ibat tbe Advocates 


for Revelation, who thus prove its Enemies, are 


without Defign ar View" of injurmg it ; and that, 
if they bad foreſeen that fuch Effects quviuld have 


' wttended their Warks, they would willingly have 


efſed them. 

"ON the other Hand, Tull bope, that ma- 
ng Moral 1/ts<vould diſcover Beau. 
5, - Concord, and Hurmomy, in the Revealed Will 
7 God, and would throw «off. their former Fre- 


udices, and gladly embrace its Dictates, if it 
| Was but put into a true Light, and freed from 


2 _ Fogs and Mijts wherewith it has been 
d, by falſe Interpretations. 
21 N D ar I em 9 — that the Metbods, 


7 dave purſued, are built upon firm Forendations, 


f this, or any of the Attempts which I have 


made, or may hereafter make, I. ſhall, in bumble 


| Simcerity, — to the World, as my beſt Fudg- 


ment, and nd wh then Suech of, owing th to 


* — — * 4 4 


Eo 
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The InTz6Duct ion: 


II is univerſally agreed, that the 
By Divine and Neceſſary Exiſtence 
ss 4 Being of infinite Holineſs, 

| Juſtice, Mercy, Goodneſs, &c, 
but it is as variouſly diſputed, 

„ +, Wherein. theſe Attributes of the 

Divine Nature do conſiſt; as if the common 

leceptation of the Terms ſhould have a diffe- 

rent Signification, when made uſe of with Ap- 
plication to God, to what we conceive of them, 
when we uſe them with reſpect to ourſelves. 


Bu r to what Purpoſe, do we attribute theſe 


capable to conceive from them? And how can 
theſe Terms give us other Ideas of them, than 
O what 


c 
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Terms to God, if it be not to communicate to 
one another ſuch juſt Ideas of him, as we are 
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peed to ourſelves? © 


1 ; The Chriſtian Phlolpher 
what we look upon them to fgnify, » * 


We ate, indeed, wats the Daadenag df 


theſe in Men to Perfection; but, 


the more any Man arrives towards it, in the 


common 


wi of the Words of Holine, 
 Fuſtice, Goodneſs, and Mercy, we conceive the 


more worthily of him, and do not imagine, 


that theſe 


Qualities can be of one Kind in one 


Man, and of another Kind in another; or that 
one Man over ano- 
ther, can ever change Arbitrarineſs and Tyran- 


Authority and Power, in 


ny into Juſtice, Goodneſs, Mercy, 


&c, but, 


on the other Hand, that Cruelty, ſupported by 
the greateſt Power, is only more intolerable. 


 * 4, A» 


Bo T, where Juſtice, Goodneſs, and Mercy, 
are joined to Power, they are always account- 


ed, amongſt us, tobe the moſt God-like Quze 


lifications, 85 


Bor, as it cannot be Led a any 


n can arrive to Perfection, in this State, ſo 
the greateſt Juſtice, Goodneſs, and Mercy of 
the beſt Men can only give us ſome faint Re- 


ſemblance of thoſe Attributes, 
ſhine in the utmoſt Perfection in God. 


which muſt 


Ax p, though our Conceptions cannot reach 


the perfections of them in God, ſince God's 
Ferfections ſurpaſs our Ideas, yet their Nature 


ul 


o 
—— — — —— — 
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can never be changed to OE our Con- 
ceptions of them. Hr" 


þ # 
#* 3.7 


Taz very mw of Goodneſs implies Juſ- 
er Mercy ; for, if a Man is obſerved to 
at in a Manner agreeable to Equity and Mer- 
ey, he preſently gains the Character of a good 
Man: Nor can the infinite Juſtice of God be 
contrary. to his concomitant Attributes of Love 
and Mercy, Fc. | which always concentre one 
in another, and _ be always explained by 
one another, 


Ir, en, heb good, whoh merciful and 
juſt, and, becauſe juſt and merciful, he is ho- 
ly and good ; then he, that is perfectly one, is 
perfectly all; fo that he, that is abſolutely 
good, muſt be abſolutely merciful, juſt, and 


holy; and, as theſe ſhine in Perfection in the 


Divine Eſlence, though they dazzle and con- 
found eur diſcerning Powers, yet this can ne- 
yer contradict our Conceptions of them. 


WpoztveR, then, give God theſe Titles 
of his real Attributes, and yet maintain Doc- 
tines (as they pretend, from his Revealed Will) 
contrary to Men's Apprehenfions of theſe At- 
tributes, ſeem ' only to compliment him with 
the Titles, while, by their Doctrines, they de- 
ny him the very Eflence of them, by repre- 
ſenting him (as ſome do, and many have done) 
s an Arbitrary Being, and an Almi ghty Ty- 
cant : * I fay, giving him theſe Foichers as 

2 Compli- 
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Compliments, while, by their Interpretgti th 
of 5 Revealed Will, it is plain, prin of 
repreſent his Juſtice, (Goodneſs, and Mercy, tra 
as quite different from oo Concoptions of Wl 0 
Bur ſuch Interpretations, that carty alotg 
with them any Contradictions to our Concep. 
tions of theſe Attributes, muſt be falſs ; ſince pot 
no Declarations of God's Will to us, not any La. 
Decree, Purpoſe, or Foreknowledge in God, one 
gan ever be contradictory to his own Attributes, the; 
or our Conceptions of them, when juſtly regu. Wl Lai 
bed. . , * Lay 
He ſome Men, from theſe wreſted In. Ene 
terpretations, who have not ſearched into the be 
true and genuine Meaning of theſe miſrepre- Wl Wc 
ſented Texts, but relying on the Judgment of I the 
theſe Interpreters, if they have not been drawn Wi Tho 
into the Current of the Error, they have ſome. BW Cr: 
times, to ſhun it, denied the Scriptures to be 
the Revealed Will of God to Mankind; be- 4£ 
cauſe they have from thence imagined, that fers 
the Scriptures both contradicted themſelves and Divi 
the Attributes of Gd. | 4 
. 0 rig R rv | an 
Tux Conſequences of which Errors muſt I Ceed 
be very pernicious ; fince the one leads Men to Bi with 
wrong Notions of God and Religion; and the Bi # Cc 
other to a Difregard of his ſacred: Laws and WW Und 
holy Inſtitutions; and ought therefore uo be bl the! 
_ equally avoided, by a proper Care W fers « 
— 14 EI. : __ fk : 


int o ſuch wreſted "Interpretations be made, 


— or received, that carry along with them Con- 
traditions to the Divine Attributes; nor that 
% any Part of the Scriptures be acknowledged to 
| de truly interpreted, or tranſlated, that cannot 
4 be made appear to be agreeable thereunto. 
1 Tux Seriptures, which are received as Ca- 
nes ponical, we may obſerve, conſiſt of Hiſtory, 
any Laws, and Precepts, as neceſſarily interwoven 
od, one with another, the Hiſtorical Accounts 


thereof having a cloſe Connection with the 
gu Laws and Precepts therein contained: The 

Laws and Precepts are ſo Divine, and calcu- 
lated for the Good of Mankind, that even the 
In. Enemies of Revelation have confeſs'd them ta 


the be the beſt Scheme of Laws in the whole 
pre- World; and I cannot ſee, how they can deny 
at of the Inference neceſſarily flowing from thence, 


dawn That they muſt therefore be more than human 


"me. Wl Compofures. 
o be 
be- AnD as it was neceſſary, that the 


that WI fers of the Scriptures ſhould be aſſiſted by the 
s and Wl Divine Spirit, in laying down ſuch Laws and 
Pirecepts, that ſhould bring us to Happineſs ; 

| and as the Hiſtory of the Creation, and ſuc- 
muſt Wl ceeding Changes, muſt neceſſarily be mixed 
en to with theſe Laws and Precepts, having fo cloſe 
l a Connection one with another, to bring to our 
Underſtandings the Reaſon of Things; ſo, in 


che Hiſtorical Parts thereof, as far as the Wri- 


ters of them were either perſonally W 
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with the Tranſactions, they wrote about, or 
had the Hiſtories by them, of the Times and 
Things, of which they wrote, there was, per- 
haps, not always a Neceſſity of any other In- 
ſpiration, than a Fidelity above Temptation; 
and it is therefore very reaſonable to believe, 
that many of the Hiſtorical Accounts, we have 


in the Bible, were wrote without any imme- 


diate Revelation from God, and were intended, 
by the Writers, to incite our Imitation of vir- 
tuous Actions, and to caution us againſt vici- 
ous ones. | © x7 


Mx are to diſtinguiſh diligently, in reading 

the Scriptures, between Precepts and mere Re- 
lations ; and, even with Regard to Precepts, 
St. Paul has, in the Seventh Chapter of his 
Firſt Epiſtle ta the Corinthians, taught us not 
to qund the Divine Commands with his 

private Judgment ; and, where there can ariſe 


any Difficulty, let us take Care to obſerve the 


aforeſaid Rules, and then, I think, all reaſon- 
able Men may be ſufficiently guatded againſt 
falling into Errors by falſe Interpretations of 
the Scriptures, and may likewiſe diſcoyer their 
Divine Authority. 


Ts very improbable, that Moſes ſhould be 
furniſhed, from either Hiſtory or Tradition, 
with the Accounts, which he has given us, of 
the Creation, and antediluvian World ; but that 
he wrote it from Inſpiration, or a Revelation 


from God, is not only probable from his Wen 
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of other Helps, but alſo from the Conciſeneſs, 
and yet Fulnef, of the Hiſtory itſelf ; which 
clearly ſets forth the Divine Wiſdom, Power, and 
Goodneſs of God, in his Works of Creation 
and Redemption, which could not be diſco- 
yered to us, but by God himſelf. 


Wo D, that his 8 REED exatily cor- 
abend to what becomes tlie Dignity of the 
Divine Attributes, 1 hope to make appear, in 
the following Diſcourſes : : In which I ſhall, 


I. Sn EM God's End and Deſign in Cre- 
ating-Man ; and why God did not create Man 
ſo, that he could 5 fall; or why God, fore- 
ſeeing that Man would fall, did yet create him, 


* su AL I. conſider Adam and Eve's 
Tranſgreffic ion, with their Humility and Shame 


for it ; and God's Promife to redeem them, and 


to iſe them and their Poſterity to a Capacity 
of greater FOI» than * * in 
their Furity. 


II. Is nAII 8 why * Revelation 
of this Redemption has never yet been fully 
made known to ſuch of Adam's Poſterity, who 
had, by Succeſſions of Generations, loſt the 
Accounts of it, for Want of true Tradition; 
and ſhew, that, notwithſtanding that, they 
xe ſtill under the Influences of the Benefits of 
Redemption, | 
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8 E CT. I ON 
5 Vie 
of the Creation 4 Mon, full 

1 E End and Deſign of God! 8 Creating = 

Man was, to ſerve and obey him; not ſuch 

war Man could thereby render his Creator the be q 
more happy, by his Service and Obedience, or be, | 
make the leaſt Addition to his abſolute Per. WI his ( 
feQions, 5 a 1 

| A 

Tul Creation 6f Man fiſt FRY 1 an er N. 
Act, not only of mighty Poe, but of ifi with 
ite Goodneſs. to Man himſelf, excluſtve of Ml his Þ 
any Views in the great Creator to advance his nd! 
own Happineſs, which can neither admit F to his 
Alon, nor Diminution. | 10 toget] 
eat 


"Pars mig be plein, 800 and hai i Cod 
conceive, and is the very Voice both of Rei-: Conti 
ſon and Scripture, that the Perfackiom and Wu p 
Happineſs of our great Creator are neceſſaily | 
incapable of Increaſe, and cannot offibly be 
added to, by any Acts of created! ings 


And as no Acts of Puty and Gates, 
from his Creatures, can poi add any Thing 
to his Happineſs ; fo neither ean any Ads of 
Sin, or Difobedience, ſubtract: any Thing from 
it, he for ever remaining unchangeable. 


As, 


— — — 
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2 there can be nothing aided ay 
our Creator's infinite Perfections, and therefore, 
in the Creation of Man, he <ould have no 
Views of advancing himſelf, it muſt neceſſarily 
follow, that God's End and Defign, in cre- 
ating Man, was to make him a Being, on whom 
be might beſtow Happineſs, and communicate 

ſuch of his Perfections to him, that he ſhould 
be qualified to receive; and chat Man ſhould 
be, by ſuch Communication, made happy in 
his Creator, | 


AnD, as this was certainly the original End 
of Man's Creatian, therefore God endued him 
with-Reaſon and Intelligence, above the reſt of 
his Fellow-creatures, and committed the Care, 
and Management, and Government of them 
to his Truſt ; on the wiſe Conduct of which, 
gether with hig Allegiance and Duty to his 
arial in one particular Inſtance, in which 


f ts WW God required his Obedience, depended the 
&ca- ME Continuance of him and his Poſterity i in origi= 
oy ral Purky and n | 

Ai 

/ be For, as he was EY a reaſonable Being, 


he muſſ neceſſarily be endued with ſuch a Will, 

8 would enable him to chuſe his own Actions, 

N he could not be a reaſpnable Crea- 
ure; for Reafon and Pree-agency are inſe 

bly joined, ran where dre ae one is, 2 
E will be; for, take away Free-agency, and 
it will imply rant? and perfect Na- 
cbinery 3 


— —— — — 
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chinery ; and whatever ſo acts, can neyer be 
accquntable for its Actions, or be rewarded, or 

ed for — by a Judge, of infinite Ju. 
tice and Eau. | 


Now it 1 as 2 . that 
God's Creation of Man'muſt be an Act of in- 
finite Goodneſs, and that he could not create 
him a reaſonable Being , but muſt thereby 
make him a Free-agent, and that therefore it 
would be in his Power gither to obey, or diſo- 
bey his Creator, it will then neceſlarily appear 
reaſonable, that his Obedience, or Diſobedi- 
ence, would either recommend him to his Cre. 
ator's Favour, or lay him open to his Puniſh- 
ment: For, as his Acts muſt be Acts of his 
own Chuſing, he muſt deſetve either Reward, 
or Puniſhment, according to his Obedience, or 
Diſobedience to the — of his Creator 
who, had given him ſeaſonable Cautions and 
Commands ta refrain the Evil of Sin, and ſuffi. Wl - 
ciently warned him, what the Conſequences of i Ir 
Diſobedience would be; and it will then ne- oh 

ceſſarily follow, that his Acts, whether of O-M Ma 
bedience or Diſobedience, could only affect him- WW « the 
ſelf; the Subjects which he was hey Gover- whick 
nor of, and his Poſterity, of which he ſhould I poffib 
become the F ather ; both of which muſt have WM then. b 
their Tranquillity dependent, in a great Mes anGye; 
ſure, upon the wiſe Conduct and well Go-M For v. 
yernment of. * Prince and Father. For v 


Bur hereby can no Change ariſe in his Cre- 
| ator, 


— 


ator, whether this Man obey, or diſobey ; his 
Creator has acted as an infinitely wiſe and good 
Being, in creating him with the: Powers and 
Faculties of Intelligence, Reaſon, and Wiſdom) 
and giving him ſufficient Strength to have con- 
tinued in that State of Purity, in which he had 
at firſt, created him: And for any Man to find 
Fault with God, becauſe he did not create 


firſt Purity, is juſt the ſame, as to blame God 
that he endued = with Reaſon, and thereby 
made it poſſible for him either to obey; or diſ- 
obey; which Acts being in his own Power and 
choice, he muſt neceſſarily do the one, or the 


foreſee what Man would do in this Caſe, yet 
God's Foreſight thereof did not in the leaſt lay. 
any Conſtraint upon his Actions; but Man's 


Gd not at all foreſee how he would. act; 


ces Of Fay God $ Foreſi ght had ha hb Gecaſion 


n ne- of his Actions, Mas could, then; only have been 


f O- Machine, actuated only by God's Foreſight, 
him- BY the! Spring that puts the Machine in Motion, 
zQVET= which Was Sonsigsdd ſo to act, as that it was "mig 
hould i poſlible it ſhould act otherwiſe : But if fo, what 
t have Wl then becomes of Man's Reaſon ? Does he not. 
; Mea- Bi anſwer, the End and Defign of his Creation? 


11 G-: For what ſhall he be blamed, or commended ?. 
| For what ſhall he either be rewarded, or wy 
1 . 


Man ſo, that he could not poſſihly fall from his 
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other; and, although God may be allowed to 


Will was as free and unconſtrained, as if God 


Gs he anſwers the End of bis Mater, who 


that they will not keep them, they ſhall be dif 


— —— — — — 
SE 
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«by he is inner A Neceſſity of ang 1 ha 


gave him that Neceſſity of acting: And ſhall 
a juſt Being create any Beings, capable of Re 
wards and Puniſhments frem their: | 
or Diſobedienoe, and yet *enjoin them fach 
Laws, which he never intens they ſhall be 
able to keep; but that, by his Foreknowledge 


abled from Obedience, and yet, for Diſobedi- 
ence, they ſhall be under the fame Puniſhment, 
as if it had deen in their © own Power t to have 0- 


beyed ? 


Tuns appean ehilcatous, angebe and 
abſurd to imagine of the Supreme Creator, and 
very much beneath the ' Dignity of the Divine 
: His Foreſight of Sur Actions, then, 
can never be the Occaſion of them, but our 
Actions the Occaſion of his Foreſight. His 
Fhreſigbt, as we call it (to bring it within the 

s of our Conceptions) * no more, in 
the Almighty Creator, than a preſent Know- 
ledge of all Things,” all Things to hirn being 
— : and therefore all our Actions are 

ſent to him at one View, as they have 
een, are, or will be tranſacted ; for the very 
fame Reaſon that they have been, are, or will be 
tranſacted by our own--Wills, and Power of 
Free- agency, and not by any compu ſive Force 
from his 3 any more than what 


we pres properly call our „* 4 


— D—ä— 


* 


—— 
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the Succeſſion of the Seaſons, the Returns of 


of the Days, the Configurations of the Pla- 
wh and the Eclipfes of the Luminaries ;, all 
_ we = forefce, or foreknow, and do 


not in cb Jet the Occaſion that they do {6 
happen, nor lays'the leaſt Conſtraint upon them 
fo to fall out; but, becauſe they will ſo hap-= 
pen, it is, chat therefore we foreſee e 
wil ſo ſucceed, , 


* ue be ted That theſe Things a 
foreſeen by us, becauſe they are ſettled in in the 


£ 


conftant Laws of Nature, which, by continued 


Obſervations, have been found to keep regular 
nd eſtabliſhed Laws ; and that, by a repeated 
ducceſſion of their orderly Revolutions, it is 


diſcovered that they act by certain Rules, which 


and as they have acted, and do ſtill ſo continue 
w act, therefore we foreſee, how my will 8 
continue to ſucceed. 


Tur it is not our Foreſight, that occa- 
ſons them ſo to act; but the Laws which they 
ae under, that produce our Foreſight ; and fo 
it is the ſame, as is before obſerved, of God's 


Actions, that lays any Conſtraint upon us, but 
becauſe, by our own free Wills, we will act, he 
foreknows our Actions, if we may ſo term it, 
to make it — to our Apprehenfion, + 
For 


Day and Night, the Lengthening and Shorten- 


: Vet our Foreſight of them 


they cannot, of themſelves, ever deviate from z E 


Foreſight, that it is not, becauſe he foreſees our 


— - — — 


4 The 3 Chiang. 
Fon R if we « can 8 "Things =_ . com- 

mos Courſe of Nature, chat will certainly come 

to paſs amongſt the inanimate Globes of 45 U- 


51 8 we not allow the infinite Bein ing 
hty Creator, of Both them and us 


| to bog. rel {= of all the Knowledge of Thing 


preſent, and N al. 
e View ?, And, if our Bae 


reach the F Foreſight of the common Conti- 
arations and Appearances of the inanimate 
Glebes of our Syſtem, and yet be no Cauſe, or 
Occaſion of the Configurations. and Appea- 
rances ; then how fhall it be thought unrea⸗ 
lonable, that God ſhould foreſee all * Tranſ- 
actions a the rational Part alſo of his Crea- 
— her 8 EY Reaſon, without their 
being un 38 50 175 . or Neceſſity of 
ping foreſees how they will act, 
well e as we 7 5 the Succaſſions of I 


Tos Sc. which are under no Neceſſity of their 


eonſtant Revolutions, from, our Forcknows 
ledge of them; 


Wb 4 Lead naw 


Ir, they, God foreſees all ihe Tranſactions 


of his Creatures, he muſt neceſſarily foreſce 


when he created Adam in a State of Purity, and, 


made him a reaſonable Creature, chat he would 


certainly fall from his firſt . 1 which he 


| created bim. 


12 


3m; 


n. Thatl ack, wiz God, 7 
an, he would create, would Et: 
tainly 


57 any! 
its that the 


_ — — 
— — 6 
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- tinly fall from his firſt Purity, and plunge him- 
| ſelf; his Subjects, and Poſterity into Vanity; 
ad ſubject them to Miſery and Slavery; why 
therefore this Forefight did not reſtrain God i in 
Ng ng hm? Tanbwer ; | 


Foreſight would certainly have induced his Cre- 
ator to 3 with-held his Hand in the Creatin 
of Alam, ſince he could have no further Views, 

in the Creation of him, than to make him and 
all his Poſterity capable of being happy, had he 
not likewiſe foreſeen Adam's Shame and Hu- 


by he would render himſelf an Obje& of his 
Mercy, and thereupon likewiſe fully intended 
and determined, by an Act of mnfinite Tove and 
Mercy, to redeem him and his Poſterity, and 
to reſtore them to the moſt valuable Means of 
Reconciliatian; upon which it would be in the 
Choice of every one af Adam's Deſcendants to 
accept the Means of Grace, and Opportunity 
of Mercy, to be communicated to them by an 
_ Light in the promiſed Seed of ' the Mo- 


ions JESUS CHRIST, to guide and 
reſee en them in the Choice of their Actions, by 
„and, vhich they ſhould ſtand, or fall, in the Judg- 
925 ment of their own Conſciences, 

ch he 


Au, though all Adam's Poſterity ar are, hey 
4 Tranſgreſſion, ſubjected to manifold Fvils 


jous and infinitely wonderful Redemption, by 
Jeſus 


— 2 TS 
8 — . — Bn ee —ͤ—e— + as — ———_—— 5 


I am perſuaded, and fully believe, that this 


mility (of which in the next Section) that there- 


i this Life, and to Death itſelf; yet the glo- 


ZAR — 


— 


— I ye re 
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| 3 which Garden abounded with all Things, that 


— > 
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efus Cbriſt, has placed all hi Poſterity in 
. more than equal Happine wh 
Adam in his Purity, fince the:Promiſes, made 
to an Obedience to that fecond Covenant and 
Diſpenſation of Mercy, are vaſtly greater than 
the N made to Ye Qbedience, 


were, 
— — — N n 22 ” a: 
. 1 's — a nene 
K tion. | 


ow Gd had created Alon in a State 
1 VN of Innocence and Purity, 8 
him on the Earth, which was then called P 
radiſe (for the whole Earth, at that Time, was 
capable of being a Paradiſe, or Place of Delights 
and Pleaſures) notwithſtanding he could be pla- 
eed but upon one Part of the Globe, and where 
he was placed, was called The Garden of Eden; 


could yield the Pleaſures of Life, in all the De-. 
lights of the bodily Senſes, as far as the Cap - Avi 
cities of our firſt. Parents could wiſh for, or de- ture im 
fire, in the State and Condition, they were Law, 
created in? And likewiſe the Trees and Herbsſthe Ha 
of the Garden were ſo created, that their Seed 
were in themſelves, for the Increaſe and Mul- 


Hplicauon of "_ 3 to repleniſh the * 
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4 the Inhabitants thereof ſhould increaſe and 


Itiply to repleniſh it; who might remove | | 
and plant whatever ſeemed moſt agreeable to 


tem; which ſeems to be all they were to be 8 
employed in, by their Orders to dreſs the Gar- l 
den, or to ſee to order the Increaſe of the Trees | 
and Herbs, that produced the Fruits, from =_ 
which their Pleaſures and Satisfactions were jo- = 
EEE So at ar. | 


| AND now, as our firſt Parents were placed 
in this Garden, there was Plenty of all neceſſa- 
u Proviſions, which could give them either 
Pleaſure, or Satisfaction; and nothing therein 
was denied them, that could afford either. 


State WY Bur there was one Fruit only, amongſt the || 
laced MM eſt, that was of ſuch a poiſonous Quality, i 


that, if they ſhould eat of that Fruit, their Fa- 
n ulties-would'be affected, and their Immorta- 


lights i ey would ceaſe'; of this only, God commanded | 
e pla- them; that they ſhould not eat, . plainly telling if 
where Wl them the Conſequence, that, In the Day, they 1 
Eden; er thereof, they ſhould ſurely die, or become i 
1 that mortal. 1 
e De- 


Capel Aup the very Nature of a rational Crea- 
or de- ture implies a Being, that ought to have ſome 
y were law, or Laws, to be governed by; becauſe 
Herbe the Happineſs of rational Creatures muſt con- 
r Seeds Wilt in their Conformity and Obedience to the 
d Mul- Laws of juſt Government, which always im- 
Earth plies Rewards to the Obedient; but, where 

| #703 | E there 
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chere is no Law, there is no Government, and 
inſtead of Happineſs, Confuſion will ariſe, * 

No w our firſt Parents did not long content 
themſelves with the Enjoyment of all Things 
allowed, and that ſuited only with their pre- 


| ſient Pleaſure and Happineſs, but tranſreſſed 
| the Commandment given them, by eating 
i the pernicious Fruit of the Tree of Knowledge. 
1 6 5 | 
# Bur it is obſervable, as ſoon as they had 
| tranſgreſſed the Commandment. given them, 
| though, before, they had flattered themſelves 
| with not only eſcaping the Puniſhment threa- 
| tened, but alſo to become as Gods in Know- 
4 ledge, that they quickly found themſelves miſ- 
| taken, and impoſed on by a ſubtle Enemy, and 
0 acknowledged their Shame, and: Inability. to 


vindicate their Proceedings to their Maker ; and 
„ therefore, inſtead of pleading their Innocence, 
x or defending their Act of Diſobedience, they, 
? immediately upon being charged with the Fact, 
x own their Nakedneſs, and plead guilty, and 
5 acknowledge their own Inſufficiency to ſtand 
it in Judgment againſt their Maker's juſt Accuſa- 
i tions, and therefore throw themſelves at his 
Foot-ſteol, to be dealt with in Juſtice accord- 
1 ing to their Deſerts, if Mercy, which they 
[ could not preſume to ask, could not be granted 
of by a free Act of infinite Love and Goodnels, 


ll a For it may be obſerved, that Adam and 
ue, upon their Tranſgreſſion, — 
Si | | covered, 


coyered, and owned their Nakedneſs, which 
was, perhaps, of two Kinds, both of 

and Soul; and that the Nakednefs of their 
Bodies they ſeek to conceal, by cloathing 
themſelves with Aprons made of Fig- leaves; 


ns. MY but the Nakedieſs of their Souls they found 
ſſed themſelves unable to cover, being robbed of 
ting i te Robes of Innocence and Righteouſneſs, 


and ſo become deprived of the Image of their 


had WM fie from his Preſence, as being unable to an- 
xem, WM fircr to the Charge of Guilt, which, their 
elves Wl Conſciences told them, he had to lay againſt 
rea- them. HIPS | 

mil- So that, when they heard the Voice of 
and Cod in the Garden, they found themſelves 
y. to ſelf-condemned, and ſaw the Nakedneſs both 


and of their bodily and ſpiritual Condition; and, 


ence, Ml inſtead of diſputing by their natural Strength 
they, Nof Reaſon, and Arguments from their neu- ac- 
Fact, ¶ quired Knowledge, - to make a Vindication of 
and {MW their Act of Diſobedience, they anſwer to God's 
ſtand {MEnquiry, Adam, Where art thou? as if, in 
:cuſa- {Wour Way of ſpeaking, God had faid : Adam, 
at his What is the Reaſon thou endeavoureſt to e- 
<ord- MW ſcape from my Preſence, which uſually gave 
they thee the moſt delightful Satisfaction? In An- 
ranted I ſwer to which, being Thunder- ſtruck at the 
eſs. {Conſciouſneſs of Guilt, Adam, trembling, 
anſwered : I heard thy Voice in the Garden; 

„ and Nd I ons afraid, becauſe I was naked, and I 
ly di- Nd my/#lf; As if he had faid ; When I heard 
yered, E 2 thy 
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Maker; upon which Account they ſought to. 
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thy Voice in the Garden, I found in myſelf 
an Unfitneſ to appear in thy Preſence, and 
could not preſume to ſtand before thee, be⸗ 
cauſe I was naked, or had loſt thoſe innocent 
Qualifications, that uſed to be the Ornament, 


that rendered me fit for thy 3 ; and 
therefore I fled to hide myſt. 


Tuus, in Anſwer to the Queſtion, God 
. put to Alam, when he enquired where he 
was, Adam's Anſwer not only ſhewed a Con- 
ſciouſneſs of his Guilt, and an Acknowledg. 
ment of it, in his Confeſſion of Nakedneſ 
but alſo his Deſire to flee from the Puniſhment 
of it, by hiding himſelf, as not being able 
nor having * Prefurption ta n fo 
himſelf | 


 TuzREFORE, when God put the next 
Query, ---- Who told thee, that thou waſt na. 
red? Haſt thou eaten of the'T; ree, wheresf 
' commanded, that thou ſhouldſt not eat? Adan 
openly owned the Fact, and, in the loweſt 
Submiſſion, canfeſſed, that the Woman, le 
gave him, had given it to him, and he did eat; 
which Fact Eve likewiſe, in the humbleſt 
Manner, confeſſed ſhe was guilty of, through 
her being beguiled by the Serpent. 


80 that they both awned the F act, upon 
the firſt Charge, and confeſſed themſelves na 
ked, and not fit to appear in his Preſence; 
and that their Nakednefs was the Reaſon of 


thei 
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viel their Endeavour to hide themſelves from it: 
and As if they had ſaid, in our Language, We 
be- confeſs, that we have committed the Sin of 
cent Diſobedience to thy juſt Command, and are 
unable to vindicate, or excuſe ourſelves; nor 
; and have any Thing to alledge in our own De- 
| fence, in ſuffering ourſelves to have the Per- 

ſuaſion, or Suggeſtions, of a Creature to o- 
God ver-ballance the Commands of thee our moſt 
re he bountiful and benevolent Creator; but do 
Con- find, that we are hereby become naked, and 
rlede. WI deſtitute of thoſe Rabes of Innocence and 
Righteouſneſs, wherewith thou hadſt cloath- 
ment ed us: And, as we found it a Shame alſo to 
able appear naked in Body, we have made our- 
xd for ſelves Aprons of Fig-leaves to cover our bo- 

dily Nakedneſs ; but as for the Nakedneſs of 

our Souls, which we endeavoured' to conceal, 
e neut by hiding ourſelves, we find we are altogether 
aft n- unable to cover; we are guilty, and unable 
ereof to flee from thy Juſtice, to which we are now 


Adin obnoxious, and therefore leave ourſelves to 
loweſt thy juſt Sentence of Death, and have not'the 
an, le leaſt Claim to ren upon * _— 

10 eat; 
imbleſt THrrs tw and Humility of our firſt Pa- 
hrough rents, who, not perſiſting in their Error, but 


confeſſing their Nakedneſs, without preſu- 
ming to ask Mercy, but waiting the Execution 


„ upon of the Sentence againſt their Diſobedience, 
lves m · ¶ thereby (notwithſtanding the irreverſible Sen⸗ 
eſence i tence of Mortality, which fell upon them and 
aſon oi their _y brought down the Divine 


Grant 
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given thee, which thou art as capable of keep: Wil 
wg, as thou wouldſt have been to have ke * 
the Law given to Adam, and from the 0 b 
ſervation of which thou haſt-a certain Pro- vw 
ſpect of far WP STR Ic 
AY | SG of 
i ITT OT EMIR how WMS — | D 
| . 15 

8 E C T. I. 3 

of te nee 2 by ne 
Lol | "CHRIST. fair 


e Un ONW 

T 4 | befurt. ohiervigd:: thitt 5 as ud * g 
Foſterity are, through his Tranſgreſſion, 
born Heirs: of Death, ſo; by the Merits of 
CHRIST's Obedience; Death, and Re- 
ſurraction, they are allo: born Heirs to that 
Redemption, which he purchaſed for all, who 
do not  wiltully: fell, or forfeit their Births 
rights, whether they £030: m MF F oh 
this A EE _ 12 7* | 

ot Sun 7 - | 00 
Fox, ee the Revelinzag thiol ms od! 
yet reached; ät can only Be expected; that 
ſuch of Ham s Poſterity beo ſubject to the 
Law of: Reaſon and natural Religion; and, 
though they are aſſiſted by that inward Light 
of. JESUS CR IST, that gives. every Man, 
that comes into the World, à Choice in the 
Regulation of his Actions, yet it can be only 
a glimmeting Light to: thoſe,, who want the 


open Declarations of CHRIS T's — 
a 


2 —_ 4 by a 
a 4 * * 
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ind Parpoſes eo them, compared with what 


= we enjoy,” that have the Advantages from Re- 
2 belation, and that thankfully. embrace it; for 


we have the Opportunity of Information, and 

Improvements in the Knowledge of the Will 

of our bleſſed Lord, being aſſured of his good 

Defighs'and Purpoſes to bring all, that obey 

him, to a bleſſed Reſurrection andImmortaz 
i 


Ir, then, it be a Bleſſing to have the Be 


r0- 


by nefits of God's Will revealed to us; as it cer- 
Wl tidly-is to all who will truly embrace it: 
= If it ſhould be asked, Wherefore then hath 
ams rot God thus extenſively revealed it to the 
Hon, I whole: World; Which he could - equally have 
ts of done, if he had ſeen it needful; being infinite 
Ne- in Power and Goodneſs ; yet, notwithſtand- 
that ig, do we not-ſee;'that; though we enjoy this 
who {Wl bleſſed Light, there are Multitudes of others 
zirth⸗ n che World, that do not diſcern it, and have 
on of: {WI to other Guide, than the Religion of Na- 
ue: =--- If; chen, fuch Revelation was ne- 
eeſſary for the Well-being of Mankind, why 
as not does not God, for the Good of his Creatures, 
that ettend this Revelation through the whole 


o the Lerch? Lanſwer ? 


Liam run kr is no Doubt, but God can tel 
Man, MW how, and where, and when, and in what 


in the Degree to reveal himſeif to his Creatures, 
e only Nhether inwardly: or outwardly; and thought 


| good Men deſire, that the fame Light, 
3 F they 


A. 


them to remain in Ipnorance. : 
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they. enjoy, might be equally. enjoyed and 
— 4 a wats Uſe of by all, yet they may reſt 
ſatisfied with God's Providential Care, and 
remember, that his Proceedings are nor to be 
cenfured : So that every one ought to reſt fa. 
tisfied in doing his beſt Endeavours to be obe- 
dient to God, and uſeful to Mankind, and 
_ that God will raiſe Inſtruments for ſuch 
ſes, when it ſhall be better to make his 

Wil kn! known to all, than any longer to ſuffer 


Yz 13 1 think, I may venture to offer one 
Reaſon, to vindicate God's Mercy and Juſtice 
in {till retaining the Light of the Goſpel-Re. 
velation from ſo great a Fart of the Nation 


* the Earth. 


Ax p this ſhall aſſign to the Abuſes, Vt 
the glorious Light of — Goſpel hath met 
with, even amongſt us of this Nation, ſo much 
bleſſed. with it, and almoſt all other Nations 
of Chri ſtendom; when even many, amongſt . 4 
us, become dazzled with it, and, ſhutting I Fart 
their Eyes againſt it, call for Natural, inſtead I 9%, 
of 'Revealed Religion ; though ſuch Condud Would 
. diſcovers rather a Deſire of throwing off al 
Reſtraint, than of obſerving any ow; either Ncxed. 
Natural or Revealed. 


Diva vhotyer truly adhered to Nu 


tural Religion, have always been ready to em- 
brace a Revelation; ſince the true Senſe 4 
Ea Natu 


n Natural Religion always makes Men deſirous 
in of 'being informed beyond the mere Law of 
be Nature. g : | 

. our of the girateſt of the Heathen Phi- 
ni Wl ofophers of old declared his Defire and Ex- 
wry ectation of a Revelation from God to Man- 
his d, finding the Defects of all his Searches 
= into Natural Religion; though he was, pro- 


bably, able to penetrate as far, as the moſt 
ſagacious of our Modern Reaſoners, | 
Nice BY AND as ſuch a Revelation would certainly 
"Re. have been received with great Foy and Glad- 
tions %, by thoſe Philoſophers, had they lived in 
be Times and Places of its Promulgation ; ſo 
Le find it was fo embraced by all good and 
chat celigious Men of all Nations, and, by ſucb, 
\ met as eſteemed as good Tidings of great Foy and 
mack univerſal Salvation. | nz 


my AND, did not too many, in the Chriſtian 
,utting Part of the World, chuſe Darkneſs rather than 
inſtead 2 beoauſe their Dred are evil, we 
onduct {Mould have Reaſon to hope, that the Light 


off al 


af the Gaſpel would be more univerſally re- 
either 2 {pl en 


ceived 2 


* 
* 
5 


Bor have we not too many profeſſed 


to N- viſtians, who openly acknowledge their Be- 
eee, who grow korn, cl, 
Jenſe 0 44 4 { Sa 112 YE 70 ; M (2 
Naturi Fan. re 

F 2 and 
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in their Actions, to their Profefſion nc Pre: 


tenſfions 7? * ; 


AND have not Pai 1 ever found 
of far more Force, than the greateſt Preten. 


ſions and Inſtrutions without an n 
Life? 


ack if we thus turn our Eyes into the 
profe fled Chriſtian World, and "behold the 
Abuſes of the Goſpel-Revelation, what Reflec. 


tion on GO D's Juſtice can we be able to 
caſt, for * retaining it ogy other Parts of 
the Warld 


refc 

May not. 2 EEE, of this Light from the 
hae, for whom Mercy is purchaſed, a ne 
well as for us, give them a Deſire to, be bet tha 
ter informed; and raiſe in them a Thirk afie tend 


it, and a Willingneſs to embrace it, 1 * 
could enjoy the, Oe ee bh 2 


Any. may v dt reaſonably: pad 
that God knows. beſt how to reſcue them 
from their Ignorange and Darkneſs, whethes 


in this Life, or in their Removal hence into 
a greater Light, and an happier Eſtate, that 
they Wa er Ore per, en wiſh or? 
SIO y * = 

AND: ſhall ndt many, 0% "them! 4100 up 
Judgment againſt all Deſpiſers and Rej * 
of the Light, that was offered them, in 
4 Dip 


in- 
| confiderate Writers or elfe in fecret Practice, 
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Diſpenſation of "the glorious Goſpel of 
=> 1ST ? — Which Lina rejected by them 
unn or neces either in © N 
a4 by the Derfs, and too many of thai 


as by the Hypocrite ; or in publick Profane- 


' neſs, as by thoſe given up to Vice and De- 


bauchery. 


IT e concerns all true e Chriſtians in 
the World, who thankfully receive the Light 
of the Golf} pel as good Tidings of great Toy, to 
endeavour to regulate their Actions by it; 
and, if they defire its Propagation, let them 
live Lives worthy of Imitation, and thereby 
reform its Abuſes, where it is enjoyed ; and 
then may we reaſonably hope, that Truth, 
unobſtructed, would be eaſily diffuſed, and 
that God would aſſiſt our Endeavours to ex- 
tend it to the uftermoſt Parts of the Earth, 


4 


. 
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ESTA MONGST the Objections, Ha 
— 5 55 8 concerning our Modern Mora- WW, .. 

N liſts, to the Scriptures, there is 
eta common Maxim amongſt Br. 
them, that the Scriptures con- ro. 
tain ſeveral Myſteries above be 
our Comprehenſions ; and their Reaſon di- 
rects them to believe nothing, which cannot 
be made demonſtrable to the Reach of their 
Capacities. 

BuT why will they believe any Myſteries 
in Nature; and why do their preſent Senſes 0- 
blige them to it; ſince all Nature, in itſelf, 

is ſo far myſterious to our niceſt Reaſon of 
Things at preſent, that, were the Belief of 
nothing to be admitted, but what we can 
hind and make demonſtrable, we muſt 
not then believe, eyen, what our preſent 
Senſes teſtify the Truth of. 


As for Tnſtance : Let them give me a full 
and clear Account, how the Animal Life is 
capveyed thrqugh the Modification of a _ 

tern 


A | WEL 
SITkeE 


POSTSCRION 47 
terial Body; and how that Material Body is 
ftted;, through the ſeveral Bones, Sine ws, 
Arteries, Veins, Muſcles, and Skin, to ad- 
mit of Life, and entertain ſpiritual and imma- 
terial Exiſtence ſuperior to itſelf, and thereby 
become capable of Perception, Action, and 
Motion : If they can account for this, and 
kave it without a Myſtery, their Scheme 
my, perhaps, be ju more probable. If 
he — — and modi any Matter (of 
which: there is enough ready prepared to their 


7. 


tons, I Hands) that ſhall, upon their Modification 
lora- thereof, become perceptive, active, and ſelfs” 
ere n moveable, 1 will then acknowledge it no 
onglt Myſtery above their Comprehenſions; but, 


con- 
above 
„ di- 
annot 
their 


if they cannot do this, I ſhall ſtill believe it to 
be ſo: And if they will ſtill believe nothing, 
that they cannot comprehend, let them not 
believe, that there is any ſuch Thing, as Mar- 
ter ever being endued with Life, or fo modifi- 
ed, as that it could, from that Modification, 
receive Life, and become active: I ſay, if they 
cannot comprehend which Way this is effect- 
el, ſo as to imitate and learn to perform the 


Nteries 
es o- 
itſelf, 


ſon of lame, and yet will believe no Myſteries, let 
ief of Wihem not believe that themſelves, or any Mat- 
e can 


ter whatſoever, are in Being, or have any 
Exiſtence, in the Manner which their Senſes . 
diſcover ; but that they are only ſomething 
Ktuated by mere Notions ; and that nothing. 
6 real, that they feel, ſee, hear, ſmell, or 
ate; ſo that, if you would avoid the Be- 
eving of Myſteries, as a Rock of Offence, 


cri ny you 


e muſt 
reſent 
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you .utiavoidably run upon the Diſbelief of 


dns Shelter, betauſe i it will afford you no Re- 


which neceſſiriby ariſe. through the common 


Kane e to itt Baß 


yaur. own, Senſes, and lay yourſelves under an . 
Obligation to account for 4 greater Myſtery, 5 


the Deception of your Senft, than you ende. b. 


voured to avoid by not believing thoſe My. 


teries, Which are repreſented to you by yout * 
bendcs,- becauſe: above Fe * 
1 fl. ha 


Tas yon are driven from. one Myſtery th: 


to'another; and yet will believe none; you il Se. 
muſt then, upon this Scheme, come to be« let 
here that you are nat at all, or that there i 
Bt any Being at all, becauſe you find ig myf- 
ious to tatuprehend. __ Manner of its Ex. 
a7 1 


T7 | | 
"You. wiſe, . be: FR to 1 "YE 


foge ; fince:/yjon cannot account how Non: 
Realities can eyrr raiſe Ideal Fancies of ſuch 
Pleafure, | Pain; Joy, Grief; Hope, or Fear; 


Accidents, that may pleaſt, or diſturb the 
Connexion and Union of _ N and * 


Fox tangap believe you LAs no Feeling =P 
becauſe you cannot comprehend which Way Wt, b. 
it is conveyed ; when,” upon the Touch of 
Fire, or a Stroke, you preſently expteſs your 
Senſe thereof? But, if, you cannot account 
for the Reaſon of theſe: Things, and ſhew 
1 5 vou came to be made more * 


than 


* 


3 
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than a Stone, or Piece of Wood, which is 
__ and unconcerned under all Manner of 
mpreſſions; and if you believe yourſelves to 
be endued with the Senſe of Feeling, and re- 
Myſ: WI ceiving Pain or Pleaſure, and cannot yet com- 
your WI prehend by what Way, and after what Manner 
on, WM it is conveyed, you muſt believe what you can- 
not comprehend ; and if you will not believe 
that you can feel, you muſt believe that your 
Senſe deceives you, and ſo come into the Be- 
lef of a greater Myſtery ; ſo that you are a- 
gain neceſſarily driven to believe what you 
cannot demonſtrate, 5 | 


In the next Place, you will be obliged to 
deny that you can hear, or that there can be 
any Sound, becauſe you cannot comprehend 
how the Sound is propagated, and the Ear 
organiſed to receive it, no more than you can 
account for the different Sounds that are raiſed 
by various Motions; Touches, and Reverbera- 
tions, Sc. of ſeveral Sorts of Matter, Metals, 
ind Inſtruments, from the ſeveral Ways of 
their being touched, or {truck upon : ---Theſe 
Things being out of your Comprehenſion 
„ Wlince we only know by our Senſes, that they 
Feeling) are ſo) you are then, upon your own Maxim, 
to believe there are no ſuch Things. 


| Ir you will pretend to account for Sounds, 
accouſt vu muſt give us as great a Variety of the Ac- 
nd NW Wounts of them, as there are various Qualities 
vecept Wn every individual Sort of Matter, from 


G whence 


reer 
whence the Varieties of the Sounds are pro. ta 
duced; and, even, you muſt be Judges what M 
Kind of Sound 'may be produced from any fle 
Matter or Inſtrument, you never yet before ſec 
\ ſaw, and before you ever yet heard any Sound M 
produced from it; but you ſhall know from WM Se 
your Reaſon, at firſt Sight, that ſuch or ſuch WM ce; 
Manner of Touch, upon ſuch Matter or In- the 
ſtrument, will produce ſuch or fuch a Sound; 
which you ſhall as naturally hear in your J. 
magination, as you actually can do, when WM wh 
the Touch is given: If this can be done, you Ml :tta 
will make ſome ſmall Advances towards an and 
Explication of Sounds. 


Or if they will account for the various 
Sounds and different Tones, even, amongſt 
thoſe of the ſame Houſes and Neighbourhoods, 
by which we can readily diſtinguiſh thoſe, 
we are acquainted with, one from another, 
as well as by their different Faces ; or if they 
can tell me for what Reaſon ſuch and ſuch 
Movements of their own Tongues and Lips, 
with the ſeveral Expulſions of their Breath, 
form ſuch and ſuch Words and Accents ; or if 
they can ſhew me why one Man's Tongue 
ſhould make a different Reverberation in the 
Atmoſphere from another's, which is exerc® 
ſed in expreſſing the ſame Words; I will then 
allow them not to look upon theſe Things a8 
Myſteries. 


As AN; Let them likewiſe account for 
the Light of the Sun, how it became em 
- " tans 
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tained in our Atmoſphere; and after what 
Manner it was made capable to refract and re- 


any fect its Rays, and how the Eyes are organi- 
fore WM ſed and adapted to receive them; and by what 
nd Means any Objects are repreſented to our 
rom Wl Sight : If they cannot do this, let them either 
ſuch WE ceaſe to diſbelieve Myſteries, or elſe believe 
| . there is no ſuch Thing as Light in the World. 
und; | ; 
ir J. W1TH Regard to the various Colours, 
when which the Art and Experience of Man has 
, you If attained, by Learning, to compoſe, imitate, 


and produce, the Agents of them can never 
give the Reaſons why the Matter, they «/6 
to produce the Calour, has the expected Ef- 


arious fc: Only from conſtant Experiments they 
ongit Wi have found, that ſuch Materials have produ- 
100ds, Wi ced ſuch Colours; but no one, of the greateſt 
ws Reaſon and Sagacity, can, without Learning 
other, 


or Experience, produce any given Colour up- 


f they {Won a Piece of white Cloth, but would find it 
| ſuch Wa Myſtery, he could not perform. But he, 
| Lips, tat knows nothing of Dying, and yet will 
reath, ¶ believe no Myſtery, let him try, without 
; or if Learning or Experience, to produce any given 
"ongue I Colour: If he cannot, let him acknowledge 
in the there are Myſteries in Nature, or believe there 
exerc» WW neither Light nor Colours in the World. 


ill then | 
ings s THus it is a Myſtery, to a Man that was 
born blind, to hear you talk of Light.and Co- 
ours yet, becauſe it is conſtantly confirmed 
ant for Ita him, that there are really ſuch Things in. 
enter- n Being, 


tained 


- ———— nt gL—ͥWéUͥůwW 2 


11 POSTSCRIPT. 
Being, he believes them, not becauſe he can 
comprehend any Thing of the Manner of thei 
Exiſtence ; and it is as impoſſible for you to 


comprehend the Manner by which they have 
a Being, and how they. are conveyed to our 


Senſes. Tell me, therefore, what you ima. 


Zine of thoſe T hings, you cannot account 
or; whether they are out of the Reach of 
your Reaſon, and therefore incomprehenſi- 
ble ; or whether there are no ſuch Exiſtences 
as them, and your. Senſes, in the World ? 


I MIS, likewiſe, deſire theſe great 
Aſſerters of Natural Reaſon to diſcover a de- 
monſtrative Account of the various Eſuvis 
of Flowers, Herbs, and Perfumes, with the 
contrary offenſive, noxious, and diſagreeable 
Scents, how they become ſenſibly affecting to 
the Smell; - and likewiſe how Meats and 
Drinks become agreeable, « or n ta 
the Taſte. | 


On let them tell me, if this would not be 
a Myſtery and a Paradox, to any Man that was 
born without - theſe Senſes, and who never 
enjoyed them, to hear others talk of them ; 
when, from all their Obſervations, they could 
never furniſh him with a true Idea of theſe 
Things; but the Senſe of them muſt till re- 
main as much a Myſtery to him, as the Man- 
ner, by which they receive them, does to 
them? If ſo, by the former Rule, this Man i 
not to Wen. that _— can either _ 
my 


— > - Pq — Ld 


great 
a de- 
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eeable 
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' taſte, becauſe he cannot comprehend what 


they mean by it, or after what Manner the 
Smell and Taſte is conveyed. 


So then, if you will believe nothing, that 
you cannot comprehend, you muſt not be- 
lieve you have any Senſes belonging to you, 
nor even that you have any Being at all : But 
the Abſurdity of this, the bare Mention of it is 
ſufficient to new. | 


InDEED, we learn by rience, how 
ſeveral ſecondary Cauſes are implanted in Na- 
ture by the wiſe Author thereof; and, by 
long Study and repeated 'Obſervations, can 
give ſome imperfect Accounts why ſuch and 
ſuch Cauſes produce ſuch and ſuch Effects; 
or from ſeveral Effects, we find produced, we, 
generally (though differing in our Sentiments) 
aſſign ſuch particular Cauſes to particular 
Effects; yet fo far are we from aſcertaining 
any Thing, that, though the Laws of Na+ 
ture are daily ſought out of all them that have 
Pleaſure therein, yet whoever make the 
greateſt Diſcoveries, muſt at laſt confeſs, 
that tbe Works of God are wonderful, and paſt 
ſmding out, : 


Ir, then, the very Works of Nature, 
which God has put under eſtabliſhed Laws, 
are myſterious to us, how ſhall we expect to 
account for the Myſteries of the Divine Ex- 
fence and Perfefions ; or expect, that we. 

Fol N | . 


— — — ——— — 
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ſhould comprehend what he has thought 
proper to declare of himſelf to us, any more 
than we can expect, that a Man boin blind, 
by our Deſcription of Light. and Colours, 
ſhould be made capable to com * them, 
as they really are? 


Bu r, then, it is api aſſerted, that the 
Teſtament of CHRIST, which we call the 
Revelation of the Goſpel, contains not only 
Things above our Reaſon, but contrary to our 
Reaſon ; and, if they may believe Myſteries, 
which are only above their Reaſon, yet they 
can never believe what is contradi itory to 
Reaſon, which ſame of the Defenders of Re- 
velation would oblige them to; as, for In- 
ftance, that Three is One, and One 1s Three, 
is ſo manifeſt a Contradiction to Reaſon, that 
they can never rr in it. 


"Tis true, it has been ſo taught by many 
Aſſerters of the Truth of Revelation, but 
farcely ever intended, that we ſhould believe 
it in the ſame'Senſe that we judge of Num- 
bers cammon amongſt us, but in a different 
Way ; which as they themſelves could not 


account for, you are Jeff only to look upon 


it as other Myſteries, and to belieye it as 


ſuch, 


Bur ſome, who could not content them- 
ſelves with the Belief of Contradictions in 


pin, have, to avoid that, divided the 
bleſſed 


' 


a, 
3 


many 


elieve 
Jum- 
ferent 
d not 


upon 


it as 


them- 
ons m 
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flefſed Trinity into Superiority and Inferiority 


of Perſons, and thereby, I think, and, as E 


hope, I ſhall make appear, have run into a 


greater Error. 


Fox the Word, Perfons, in the Trinity, 
has only been introduced by human Autho- 
rity, in Compliance with the human Capa- 
city; which ſeems warrantable from the fre- 
quent Practice of the Penmen of the Scrip- 
tures, who commonly uſe the very ſame Me- 
thod, in aſcribing to God the ſame Members 
common to us. "Mp | 


AnD, though it is common to aſcribe the 
fame Members to God, that eonſtitute an 
human Perſon, yet there are few (beſides 
Children) who do not eafily diſcover the Me- 
taphor, or who are ſo deceived by it, as to 
look upon God to be in the Form or Sha 
of a Man, | | 


So that few will quarrel with thoſe Ex- 
preſſions in Scripture, that repreſent him as 
ſuch; yet we find; that many have taken 
Offence from the Application of the Word 
Perſons, which (by the ſame Metaphor) may 
be applied to the TyREt, that are faid to 
bear Record in Heaven ; The FATHER, the 
WorD, and the HoLy SpIRIT; but, as it 
is alſo affirmed, that theſe Three are Ox E, 
ſome have from thence denied the Authority 
of that Text, while others have thrown off 
the Belief of the Scripture-Revelation itſelf. 


Now, 
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Nov, as above obſerved, the Application 


F of the Word Per/ons was, at firſt, uſed by | 
1 the Church, as warrantable from the foreſaid 
1 Practice of repreſenting God with the Mem- 
1 bers of an human Body: From which after- Ml ; 
a wards, thro vulgar Apprehenſions, it came to il 1 
: be imagined, that theſe Three Perſons were 0 


diſtinct and ſeparate Agents in all perſonal 
Properties. | 


e 
- 


— 


Maxx of late, to avoid maintaining the be 
Doctrine of the Trinity, ſo as to contradict Ml ;; 
Reaſon, have followed the famous Dr. Clarke, MW i: 
in his Conſtruction put upon the Words of St. jr 
John; And theſe Three are One; that is, fay H 
they, One in Agreement, Cc. as if they Wwe 
were diſtin& and ſeparate Beings one from 
another, only agreed in one and the ſame 
Concurrence ; as a Man and his Wife are ſaid MC, 
to be One, though two Perſons, being one ¶ the 
in Agreement, and under one and the ſame Th 
Concern in all Affairs of Life. Thus, 1 


82 
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Tux aforeſaid Author, in a modern Trea- Wi 4 

tiſe, tiled, The Scripture Doctrine of the Tri- . 0 

nity, has repreſented the Three Perſons of Wi 2 
the Trinity as ſuperior and inferior one to | 

another, yet maintaining the Divinity of all, N 


Ap, becauſe his Works have been fo 2 
much adhered to, even by many of the 
learned Part of the Nation, and many have, 
from thence, fallen into Notions not conſiſ- 
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tent vic the 1 e, 1 n * N 
WIT. . of 


To ner the Webel and inſufßdene 
of the Foundation, upon which Dr. Car FA 

builds his Doctrine of Superiority and Inferi- 
ority in the Perſons of che Trinity. 


in the ſecond Page of his Scripture Dac= 
trine of the Trinity, he lays it 2 yu as a Pro- 
poſition, in a 2 from Biſhop Bull, 
viz. * That the Son and Hot y SPIRIT 
« derive their Original from the FATHER,” 
F this Propoſition be true, the Son and 
Holy Spirit had a Beginning, and a 
were Created, 


Bu r, in Page 1 fourth, he « ; 
Concluſion from chi Propoſition (upon whi 

the whole Fabrick of. his Work is bole) VIZ, 
That ©. theſe Things do not deſtroy the Di. 
* yinity of the Son, for he alſo is in that 
* One, and Firſt, and Only One; as being 
e the Only Word, and Wiſdom, and | Brightneſs 

„ (of — Glo ry) of. him, who is the One, 
* and the Only One, and the N 


Now, if he N in that One, * Firſt, 
ind Orly One ; as being the Only. Nord, and 
Wiſdom, and Brightneſs (of the Glory) of him, 
who is the 0 and the Only One, and the 
Firſt ; -he muſt: always be in that One, and 
buſt, "and Ong One, & being the Only Ward, 


and 


— 


. ; e 


y * 
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and Wiſdom, and Brightneſs (of the Glory) of 
him, who is the One, and the Only One, and 
the Firſt: . And, if he is in him, he cquld 
receive no Original from him; for whatever 


& in the Divine Nature always has been in it. 
Aid can admit of no Original ; for whatever 
| Exiſtence had an Origina from the 


Suptemie 
Being, can never have the Properties of * 
Deity communicated to it; ſince the. Pro 


ties of the ſelfexiſtent Eſſence are neceſ lh 


Tncommunicable, and nothing can be in the 
Divine Eſſence, which does not properly and 
actually belong to the Divine Eſſence 1 
and thus much his very Words themſclve 
prove: I would then ask, How the Son came 
to have his Original from the Father? If be 


; had an Original from him, then, before that 


Original, the Father muſt be without his 


| Brightneſs and. Glory, till he gave him this 


Original; fince here it is confeſſed, that he i 
the Only Ward and Wifdom, and Brightneß 
(of the Glory), of him, who is the One, and 
the Only On? and the Firſt: I fay, If then 
the Son had àn Original, the Father muſt be 
an Eternity [4 Parte ante, or before) without 
his Only Mord and Wiſdom; Brightneſs and 
Glory. But, as the Nature of the Divine 
and Infinite Perfections can admit of no Ad- 
ditians,” and therefore, if in the Son confiſted 
his Wiſdoni- and the Brightneſs of his Glory; 
his iſdom and the Bri 1 5 of hir Glory 
muſt neede eternally be with hi him, and in * 
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and be of the ſame Eſſence, inſtead of being, 


added to it after an Eternity 4 Parte ante. 


so then it will unavoidably fellow, thats 
the Son is Eternal, as well as the Father, Ge. 
and therefore could derive no Original; and 
indeed, in a ſubſequent Part of the ſaid Book, 
the great Doctor, being puzzled with the In- 
tricacy of his fit Propoſition, ſeems incli- 
nable to change it, by which he ſtill runs him- 
ſelf into greater per plexities, when he calls 
the Son Self- originated; which ſignifies a Be- 
ginning which commenced from himſelf: But 
how any Being can be the Author of its own 
On 9 50 or how any Being, that had an Ori- 
uld be the Procurer of it for himſelf, I 

25 at a Loſs to frame the leaſt Idea of: If any 
of his Followers can reconcile this with Neu- 


n (ſince they are the Sticklers, who pretend 


to believe nothing contrary to it) I will then 
acknowledg e th 2 Reaſon —— to what I 
am able, at prevent, to WP ry 


0 T. tall then, I muſt look upon it as a 
Miſtake i in the — 7 Doctor; whoſe Founda- 
tion being wrong laid, he is! thereby led, 
through his whole Book, into Labyrinths of 
perplexing Contradictions and Intricacies, 

I musT profes a 'reſpeAtil Eſteem for 
that great and learned Man, and for ſome 
Parts. of his laborious and valuable Works ; 
but in this I cannot, upon my" beſt Judgment, 

H 2 
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diſcover 
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diſcover any Thing of Reaſon; or Stren gth of 
Argument to fu — his Propoſition, Wh 
ther I have diſcovered the Weakneſs of hi 
Foundation, and left his. Building unſupport. 
ed, I muſt leave to ea Judgmen 
of my Readers, | 


3 Bur the Saupe of þ = RO the * 

trive of the Trinity contrary to Reafon 1 ſhall; 
perhaps, in another "Tract (to which it wil 
more propetly belong) endeavour to clear: 
But ſhall be far from attempting to bring it 
within the Compaſs of our Comprehenſions; 
having, I think, before proved, That even 
all Things in Nature are myſterious ; and, if 
ſo, then much more mult it be impoſſible to 
find out the Almighty to Perfection; for it i 
as impracticable for a finite Being to Compre- 
hend Infinity, as it is to have N itſelf 
A to it. 


4 "Ja Vis then, wait, in 4 Acknows 
ledgement of our own Imperfections, for the 
Enlargement of our Knowledge of the Di-. 
vine Myſteries, in a future State; where our 
Capacities may be eternally. exerciſed in the 
Improvements of our Comprchenſions, and 
yet find no End of their Increaſe (for the 
Pleaſures ariſing from Infinity can have n0 
Ead) and, though for ever improving, they 
will always find ſomething, dalfeent for futureliſ | 
Improvements in the Myſteries of the Divine 
Perfections: Which ſeems, to be deſigned for 
one P art of our Happineſs, that we may al- 

ways 


* 5 4 Chtiſtian Prayer, Wc. 61 ] 
ways, with Wonder and Admiration, praiſe 


th of Wi and adore the infinite Unfathomableneſs of our 
Whe⸗ great Creator, the only Fountain, from whence 
t his do flow the continual Currents of fatisfattory 
Port- Jes, undiſturbed Tranquillity, complear De- 


guermore., 


LY 


hetts, and. conflanty incregfing Pleaſures for 


a th. 


— „** 


ſhall; / Cunisrzan PRAYER, to be wſed by a Family, 
1 or ſingle Perſon, at any Time. | 
ear . 8 85 | | 
Ying it INFINITE, Eternal, and Almighty God, from 
8 whom all created Exiſtences have received their Be- 
nſions 3 vings ; the Heavens and the Earth, and all Things therein, 


re the Works of thine Hands; thou didſt at firſt create 


25d if Man in _ Ima way thyſelf, — 299 mr Ik Ja 

, Lohteouſneſs olineſs, by ivine WORD; 

ible to bencedſt him by thy HOLY SPIRIT, and gaveſt 
for it i um that Angelical Life, which was the Likene/s or Image of 

IOT 1 fYSELP ; ſo that, in Man, a true Off-fpring of GOD 
compre- Be repreſented, | | | 


In which State, by Obedience, he might have continued 
ithout Death, or Separation of Soul and Body; but, as 
ery reaſonable created Being muſt neceſſarily owe a Tribute 
Obedience to his Supreme Creator, therefore upon his O- 


ity itfal 


5412 uence muſt depend his Continuance in his original Purity. 
A cknows It, as thou hadl given him a Command to be Tvitfal, 41 
for the multiply his Species, his Poſterity would receive the Ef-. 
- Di- of his Obedience os Diſobedience : And, as thou fore- 
the D- his Difobedience to thy Divine Command, thou in- 
ſhere Our dedſt for him and his Poſterity a Mediator of a better 


ed in the want: ſo that, h Death was the Conſequence of- 
1 Tranſgreſſion, and all his Poſterity became mortal upon 
ions, and yet, by ob Mediator, they ſhould obtain u more excellens. 
A (for the %, by how much alſo be is the Mediator of a better Co- . 
* ant, which wwas eftabliſhed upon better Promiſes *. © 
| have notas ron it is that we preſume to approach the Throne , 

: race and Mercy, and to make our Petitions to thee,* 
e We are not © nag, but commanded by thee- 


01, as our b ty. | 
"5 fontcls, that we find in ourſelves an utter Inability te. 
— 2 Kl. viii, 6. 


* 


387 9 e 5 2 
62 4 Chriſtian Prayer, Ge. 
e that Duty, we owe to thee, aright, or abſolutely tg 
p* ourſelves from doing thoſe Things; thou haſt tom: 
manded us to abſtain from: But, as thou haſt ap inted;us g 
Mediator of a better Covenant, than the firſt eſtabliſhed with 
our firſt Parents, to whom we may, and are commanded i 
apply for Mercy and Forgiveneſs of our Tranſgreſſions ; help 
vs, that we may not be wanting to ourſelves, not only 
make that due Appbeation for Pardon and Forgiveneſs, bat 
allo manfully ta maintain that ſpiritual Warfare againſt'the 
World, the Fleſh, and the Devil; that we at laſt may 
tain that Conqueſt over them, that, when we bin HY 
ſtripp'd of this corruptible Body of Feb and Bleed, which 
cannot inherit the Kingdom of Heaven, we may alſo leave with 
it all the Corruptions of the bodily Senſes, and be made | 
for the ſpiritual Enjoyment of thee, our moſt Powerful C 
* , ator, and of our Merciful Redeemer, who died not for him 
ſelf, neither could Death have Dominion over him, becank 


paid for us, has purchaſed our Redem 
Conqueſt over it, through his . & 
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las taught us, when we pray, to ſag ;: = 
raven,  ballowed bt 


:& Heaten ; give us this Day our daily Bread; and fat 
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